
Things to keep in mind while reading Hamlet:
· Discrepancy of awareness: who knows what? What is the relationship between what we see and what we report?  The reality of the ghosts, the idea of appearance v. reality, can Hamlet trust his own eyes and what he sees?  How does his mind overtake what he sees?  How can we know what is true?

· Religiosity/Ghost: Shakespeare calls upon Protestant Theology even though the story is set in a Catholic time.  Both Hamlet and Horatio study at Wittenberg, the famous Protestant University founded in 1502.  This knowledge informs the audience of several issues: that education is protestant and that they would likely be serious and thoughtful young men, their belief in regard to ghosts would be either skeptical or that they would be spirits from Hell engaged in some mischief.  Religion also often dictates how people act and the decisions they make; watch for this notion in regards to Prince Hamlet.  There is also the idea that Virtue and Power of original sin infects everything…

· Melancholy: Shakespeare draws upon the Elizabethan notion of melancholy which was believed to have been a result of too much “black bile” in the system.  Melancholy could also result from love sickness.  There was belief that the melancholy man (after a period of time) would be tempted by a demonic, satanic figure.  (And yet there was the belief that a truly noble man was apt to be melancholy.)  See for yourself.

· Loss of Control, debts, Oedipal Complex (does Hamlet have feelings for his mother?), sanity/insanity—all of these factor into the play.  Play within a play, death, murder. Who meets his/her maker, how, and why? Watch for them.

· Watch for the transformation of Hamlet.  How would you describe and explain it?

· Tragedy:  What matters at the end of a tragedy is not success or failure, but what man is.  At the end of the play, you should be able to further contemplate the nature of humankind.  What is the final state of the soul?

Assignments for Hamlet: In add, you are also responsible for journal writing, a bit of vocabulary, and for being an active participant in the reading of the play as well as during discussions.
· Journals:  Write approximately one page per week.  Remember to follow prior journal guidelines, creating your own thought-provoking questions about the text.  

· Vocabulary: Please include two (2) words from the play (or your novel), their definitions (keeping the connotation in mind), and part of speech for each journal write.  
· Reading: Although we will read much of Hamlet in class, you will be asked to read (and paraphrase) scenes at home. Note-taking is also recommended.  There will be at least five reading quizzes, and your midterm exam will focus primarily on the play. 
Reading Shakespeare is sometimes like


looking through a window into a dark room.  


You don’t see in.  You see nothing but a 


reflection of yourself, unable to get in.  


An unflattering image of yourself blind.


-Anthony Sher








